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Bitou Birding Festival 2026: Slow Down, Look Up, Reconnect
Plettenberg Bay, South Africa | 23–30 October 2026
Plettenberg Bay, South Africa – Plettenberg Bay will once again welcome birders, nature lovers, and conservation champions from across South Africa and beyond when the Bitou Birding Festival returns from 23–30 October 2026.

Now entering its third year, the festival continues to grow as a celebration of the Garden Route’s extraordinary birdlife and the community dedicated to protecting it. Built around the 2026 theme — “Slow Down. Look Up. Reconnect.” — the week-long programme invites participants to step away from the rush of daily life and rediscover the restorative power of time spent birding in nature.

Kwendalo will again function as the Festival Hub, serving as a central gathering place for the birding community. Here, attendees can enjoy a lineup of expert presentations, witness bird-ringing demonstrations, and browse the outdoor exhibitor area. Guests can also explore one of the birding routes or visit one of the bird hides mindfully positioned around the estate. Between excursions, visitors can enjoy light, healthy meals at The Kwendalo Café, making the hub a perfect space to relax and share stories of the day's sightings.

The 2026 festival will feature a diverse programme of guided bird walks, river and estuary excursions (including canoe and boat trips), a pelagic seabird expedition, conservation-focused talks, hands-on workshops, and family-friendly activities. Programme highlights include A Parliament Of Owls at the Raptor Rescue Centre — an enchanting evening of owl-inspired art, live music, food, and a silent evening walk directly supporting local bird of prey rescue and rehabilitation — alongside a fun Bird Quiz evening testing bird knowledge over local pizza along the Bitou River. From forests and fynbos to wetlands and the open ocean, participants will explore the remarkable habitats that make the Bitou region one of South Africa’s premier birding destinations.

Previous festivals have delivered unforgettable sightings — from the impressive diversity of species recorded along the Bitou River to spectacular pelagic encounters featuring albatrosses, petrels, penguins, and even visiting orcas. Conservation science has also taken centre stage, with bird-ringing demonstrations offering insight into long-term monitoring efforts and local biodiversity research.

Beyond birding, the festival has become a platform for collaboration and conservation impact. Through fundraising initiatives and community support, past events have raised meaningful funds for local conservation organisations working across the Garden Route, reinforcing the festival’s commitment to tangible environmental stewardship.

The 2026 edition will once again bring together respected conservationists, researchers, and local experts who will share their knowledge, inspire responsible birding, and highlight the importance of protecting South Africa’s avian diversity. Whether you are a seasoned birder chasing lifers or a newcomer simply curious about the birds in your backyard, attendees can build their own custom birding adventure today, with tickets and activity bookings now available on Quicket.

For full programme details and ticket bookings, visit bitou.birdingfestival.co.za or book directly via Quicket

For updates and information:
· Quicket Tickets: https://www.quicket.co.za/events/392725-bitou-birding-festival-2026-slow-down-look-up-reconnect/ 
· Website: bitou.birdingfestival.co.za
· Facebook: @bitou.birdingfest
· Instagram: @bitou_birdingfest
Media Enquiries: Stephan van Wyk 
Email: steph@birdingfestival.co.za 
Phone: +27 72 554 3995
ENDS

_________________________________________________________

NOTE:
Supporting images can be downloaded at the link below for your convenience. Images copyright: Stephan van Wyk
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/eu4n6mp56gjw6o8qz0ah5/AKUlm3D7xEJcDnHC2SRwvy4?rlkey=zeqoqfr31eb9chse3k4a71l2g&st=brdctzkg&dl=0 

